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In his book, “Building a House of Diversity”, author R. Roosevelt Thomas 
Jr. begins by telling a fable of a giraffe and an elephant. In his fable, the 
giraffe has built himself an award-winning giraffe house. Everyone was 
talking about how wonderful the house was. One day when he was in his 
workshop, he looked out his window and saw the elephant, who he had 
worked with on the PTA, and invited him over. Only the elephant couldn’t 
get through the door because it was built for a giraffe. The giraffe wasn’t 
worried because he had made the door expandable to bring in wood and 
supplies, so he widened the door and invited him in. 

The two shared stories and enjoyed each other’s company until the giraffe 
got up to get a phone call and told the elephant to make himself at 
home. The elephant began looking around and admiring the wonderful 
woodworking giraffe had done. As he tried to walk through a door frame, 
he found himself cracking the sides of the doorway and got himself stuck. 
He backed out of the door leaving a broken frame and decided to go 
upstairs to join the giraffe. 

As the elephant began going up the stairs, the wood began to crack and 
break beneath him. The giraffe was alarmed by the noise and stuck his 
head out the doorway and questioned what was going on, to which the 
elephant sheepishly replied that he was making himself at home. 

As the giraffe surveyed the damaged, he said, “I see what’s going on here; 
have you ever thought about losing some weight so you could fit through 
doorways? There is an aerobics class down the street you could join.” And 
then, as he looked at the stairs, he said, “Have you ever thought of taking 
ballet, so you are lighter on your feet? Please do so that we can spend 
more time together.”

 “Perhaps,” said the elephant, “but to tell you the truth, I’m not sure that a 
house designed for a giraffe would ever really work for an elephant unless 
there were major changes.” 
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The Elephant in the Room

A church can sometimes be like the giraffe’s house. It is a house for 
giraffes, and giraffes love to be there because everything is just right for 
them. And there is nothing wrong with that; it’s great if you are a giraffe. 
But it isn’t so great if you are the elephant in the room. Or the penguin, 
lion, bear, snail, or any other animal. 

My prayer for Bromley and this budget year is we continue to be a 
community that takes notice of the elephant in the room. To be a 
church that proclaims Christ, “admonishing and teaching everyone with 
all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ”, 
that takes notice of the diversity in our church and community, and 
that continues to strive to lead more and more people into a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ, one step at a time.

2019 Budget and  
Nomination Meeting

Sunday, November 24 at 11:45am

Join us for immediately following  
the Sunday morning service as we 
discuss our church values and the 

budget for 2020.

A light lunch will be served in  
the gym prior to the meeting  

in the sanctuary.

Find out more:  
bromleyroadbaptist.org/budget2020

Information  
Session

Sunday, November 17 at 11:45am

Have questions? Want more details? 
Join us for an information session 
ahead of the church-wide meeting 
where you’ll have the chance to ask 
questions, get answers, and provide 

your input and opinion on the 
budget for BRBC!

This meeting will take place in 
Meeting Room 2 (second floor).
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Two summers ago, the deacons and staff got together to think and pray 
about what made Bromley, Bromley. Some universal things make a church 
a church, but what makes each church unique is the people that call it 
home. As the leaders at Bromley prayed and reflected on the people who 
make Bromley, Bromley. We discerned some common themes that we 
felt were reflective of who we are today, but that are also aspirational for 
how we hope to grow. We believe that along with our mission, vision, and 
strategy, these five values will help to shape our church culture for years to 
come as we seek to be faithful to Jesus in making disciples. 

Value #1: Follow Jesus

All we do is about Jesus. When it stops being about Jesus; we stop being 
a church. As Jesus said of himself in John 14:6, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” We 
are here to point people to Jesus, in all we do.  

In the words of Paul in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ, 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
Church is not about us; it is first about Christ.

Am I demonstrating that I follow Jesus in my thoughts, actions,  
and words? Am I making love a priority?

 
Value #2: Pursue Community

We believe life is better together. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says, “Two are 
better than one because they have a good return for their labor: If either 
of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will 

This Is Us
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keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be 
overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not 
quickly broken.”

We live this out by emphasizing small groups. By helping support the 
creation of communities where we can “one another” one another by 
being a place where we value our relationships with God and with each 
other over being right. We would rather make a difference than make a 
point.

Am I part of a group of people who challenge and  
encourage me to live out my faith?

 
Value #3: Build Relationships

We know that God has invited us to lead people into a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ, one step at a time, and we do not take that 
lightly. The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:10-12, “We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also 
be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over 
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal 
body. So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.”

As Christ died for each of us, we are given the great privilege to share that 
life-saving truth by not making it about ourselves. We choose to embrace 
Jesus’ death by saying it is not about us and by loving our neighbours so 
the life of Christ can flourish in them.

Am I choosing to serve rather than be served? Am I willing to pursue 
relationships with people who are different than me?
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Value #4: Welcome Everyone

The first statement made about people by God is that we are made in His 
image and made good, but not all of us know that. When someone comes 
to our church, we want them to know that we believe they are the very 
best of God. We want people always to feel loved and embraced when 
they come here. Every Sunday is someone’s first Sunday, and we will do all 
we can to create space for God to change lives. 

We desire to be a space where people come as they are but are not 
satisfied to stay that way. We do not judge people when they come, but 
we allow them time to experience God’s life-changing grace and invite 
them into the fullness of life Jesus promised.

Am I helping to create a place where everyone is welcome?  
Am I willing to say “hello” to someone I don’t know?

 
Value #5: Bring our Best

If something is worth doing, it’s worth doing well. As Paul put it in 
Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.” If we’re representing God, we should do things well for His glory. To 
bring our best is our act of worship in all we do. 

We live this out by pursuing excellence as a church and doing everything 
we can to avoid something being just “good enough”. We strive for 
excellence in the way we minister to children, in the way we minister to 
young people, in the way we love our neighbours, in the cleanliness of our 
building, and in the way we present the goodness of God to all who come 
through our doors.

Am I settling for good enough, when something could be great?  
Am I treating everything I do as an act of worship?
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Budget 2020
What’s Included?

Connect
• Resources for Sunday morning services
• Special connection events like Kickoff 

Sunday and the Christmas at Bromley 
party

• Resources for our Guest Services Team
• Resources to welcome and connect 

with new people at church

Grow
• Kids and Youth programs
• Small groups resources
• Shine Summer Camp 
• Lay Leader Development

Serve (Missions)
• Pastoral Care funds
• Support for the Canadian Baptists of 

Ontario and Quebec (CBOQ)
• Support for the Canadian Baptist 

Missions - Sharing Way (CBM)
• Support for the Ottawa Baptist 

Association (OBA) 
• Support for our Partners in Mission 

(Matthew House Ottawa, Bruno and 
Kathleen Soucy, and Iglesia Bautista 
Emmanuel) and funds for a new partner 
to be added in 2020

Support Services
• Office and technology support for all 

ministries
• Audit services
• Website and promotion
• Church Management System

Pay and Benefits
• Compensation and benefits for all 

church staff (including summer staff)
• Professional development for all 

pastoral staff

Building Services
• Building maintenance, grounds 

maintenance, utilities, and cleaning 
services

• Funds to replace one rooftop HVAC 
unit
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Budget At-a-Glance
Connect
Special Events
Kickoff Sunday
Newcomer Events
Guest Services Team

Grow
BRBC Kids Program
BRBC Youth Program
Small Groups
Shine Summer Camp
Worship Team
Lay Leader Development

Serve (Missions)
Pastoral Care
Volunteer Training and Appreciation
Canadian Baptists of Ontario and Quebec (CBOQ)
Canadian Baptist Missions (CBM) - Sharing Way
Ottawa Baptist Association (OBA) 
Partners in Mission

Support Services
Administration
Information Technology
Communications

Pay and Benefits
Compensation and Benefits for All Staff
Professional Development

Building Services
Utilities
Maintenance

$1,200
$1,200

$400
$350

$1,100
$1,800

$300
$1,000
$2,000

$450
$300

$12,400
$6,000
$1,000

$12,000

$7,250
$4,800

$850

$180,862
$2,500

$18,000
$39,500
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Building Services

Support Services

Pay and Benefits

Connect

Grow

Serve (Missions)

Connect

Grow

Serve (Missions)

Support Services

Building Services

Pay and Benefits

60%

21%

11%

4%

2%

2%

Total 2020  
Operating Budget:

$304,737

By Cash or Cheque
During the Sunday morning 

service or by mail.

Give Direct from your 
Bank Account (Pre-
Authorized Debit)

Set up automatic donations 
to occur once or twice a 

month. 

Give Online
Give at  

bromleyroadbaptist.org 
using your credit card or 

online banking.

Text to Give
Text any dollar amount to 

84321

How to Give
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The budget for 2020 rely on each and everyone of us giving back a portion 
of what God has given to us. It requires us to serve selflessly. Here are 
some suggestions on how you can play your part:

Invite
The success of the mission and vision require you to invite your friends and 
family members who don’t attend church, or who maybe haven’t been to 
church in a long time, to join you on Sunday morning.

For some of us, this is the most intimidating of all the ways to get 
involved. It’s also the most critical. We can create the best environment for 
unchurched people on Sunday morning, but if we don’t bring them, who 
will? 

Of course, God is going to bring people through our doors, with no 
intervention of our own. But God is also inviting us to be part of what He is 
doing in transforming people’s lives. 

Serve
Taking that next step to serve in a new ministry, or perhaps going back to a 
ministry area where you used to serve, is another way that you can jump on 
board. There are many areas where we could use your help so that we can 
create environments where God can change lives and build relationships.

Pray
Prayer is a critical in the success of any church, or ministry. Here are some 
ideas on how you can pray specifically about our budget and ministry in 
2020: 

• Pray for our leaders. The leadership team is the group who ensures 
that our ministry aligns with the mission and vision we have 

Be a Part of It
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articulated. Pray that they would have wisdom and humility in their 
decision-making.

• Pray for workers. In Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus says “The harvest 
is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field”. As people find 
faith in Jesus Christ at Bromley, they will also be called into service.

• Pray for those who are not here. Our prayer does not need to be 
“Lord, bring more people to our church”, but we should be praying 
for those who are not yet a part of our church. They’re out there. 
They’re searching for the hope and grace that is only found in Jesus 
Christ. Pray that they would find it. 

• Pray for your friends. Who are you praying will find Jesus Christ right 
now? Keep praying for opportunities to share your faith and for an 
opportunity to invite them to join you some Sunday. 

Give
When it comes down to it, the budget is about financial gifts that you 
make to Bromley. But giving is about so much more than just setting up 
an automatic withdrawal, or sending some money online, or putting a 
donation in the offering plate. 

Giving is a reflection of our priorities. We invest our time, talents, and our 
finances in those things we value most. 

Giving is also an act of obedience and worship. God instructs us to give to 
the work of His kingdom, which is done through the local church. 

It is also an act of trust that God will provide us with all that we need.
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